Honors Seminar on Global Civilization
HONP-103-10 Spring 2009

Professor Noémi Giszpenc

First paper Assignment

Due: March 9, 2009

The paper should address one of the issues that has been discussed in class, in the assigned readings, or in a news article that you have summarized. For this issue, I would like you to:

1. Give a short historical summary of what has been going on with this issue in your country.

2. Explain some of the main ideas as to what may affect or be affected by this issue (what are people’s theories about why it works the way it does, what do the data say).

3. Discuss the trend and probable near-future status of this issue: what do you think will happen?

4. Advocate a course of action to be taken by an organization (see below) with regard to this issue. Make this persuasive; give reasons why your proposed action would be a good idea given the goals of the organization and the probable trend of the issue.

For this paper I would like you to write from the point of view of a person belonging to an organization in your assigned country. Here are some suggested points of view:
1. Businessperson 
2. Government official 
3. NGO / nonprofit / activist organization member 
4. Journalist / documentarian 
Choose one of these points of view. You may choose a different point of view if you check with me first. 

You may make up a fictional organization on which to base your point of view, but you can also choose a real organization and even a real person. 
Cite sources, using footnotes or endnotes as you prefer.

The paper should be 1500 – 1800 words long, not counting citations. 
Please hand in hard copies in class on Monday, March 9, 2009.
The paper will count for 10% of your grade for this course.

If you have any questions, please contact me at giszpencn@mail.montclair.edu.

